Isfahan: "Half the World"
and careful of the well-being of his subjects. Isfahan is mainly his creation. Pietro della Valle, who stayed at Abbas's court in 1617, describes it thus in a letter: ,
"I shall stay here to see Isfahan and to rejoice in the sight of it, for it is a large, beautiful and populous city, in a word, a more beautiful city than any I have ever seen in the Levant, so much so that one may say that apart from the extraordinary site of Constantinople, Isfahan is not only the equal of this city but in many respects excels it. With regard to the extent of this city, the part which is called Isfahan proper is probably as large as Naples. But other towns have been built round Isfahan by the present king. One of these is New Tabriz, inhabited mainly by people brought from this town. This the king has named Abbas Abad. Another is Julfa, inhabited exclusively by Armenian Christians brought here from Julfa in Armenia. All of them are much given to trade and are very industrious. The third is inhabited by the Guebres who worship fire. The king's design would appear to be, so far as one can judge, the unification of these three townships with Isfahan, to form one city. The people here labour with great zeal, and so far advanced is the work that little remains for its completion. The king himself gives money and land to anyone in need of it for building. When all is finished Isfahan will be bigger than Constantinople or Rome."
A story told by Chardin shows how Abbas succeeded in making the rich and the middle classes collaborate with him in his town-planning schemes:
"When the great king set up his court in Isfahan and con-
• ceived the idea of making this city as great as it has since
become, he made not only all the grandees but also all the
wealthy citizens promise to contribute by the erection of
some public building which should be at once ornamental
and useful.   He learnt that a certain grocer was one of the
wealthiest and so he went to see him in his shop, and, with
*                   121ellow men, he was nr \mhrlrvi <w? of the most valiant, active and contented of Itan\ ntttnarchs. He reigned for forty-five years. During the %%ii*4r of this time he was well prepared to defend his country
